
DIY Rustic X Bench With Shelf
By DIY Huntress

This rustic bench is an easy build for a tight budget! For under $50 in material, you can create this fun storage piece for your

home. Storing your shoes has never been more stylish!

Difficulty

Moderate
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Tools
Kreg Tools

Kreg® Pocket-Hole Jig 720

Other Tools

Miter Saw

Tape Measure

Drill (cordless)

Nail Gun

Sander

Materials
Wood Products

Board , 2x4 , 96"8

Board , 2x2 , 96"1

Hardware & Supplies

2 1/2" Pocket Hole Screws100

2" Brad Nails50

2" Wood Screws20

Can Of Stain1

Can Of Stain Or Sealer1
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https://www.kregtool.com/shop/pocket-hole-joinery/pocket-hole-jigs/kreg-pocket-hole-jig-720/KPHJ720.html


Cut List & Parts
Bench Top , 2 X 4 X 54"5

Shelves , 2 X 4 X 20"8

Frame Sides , 2 X 4 X 18"6

Frame Tops/Bottoms , 2 X 4 X 11"6

Braces , 2 X 2 X 20"4

Large X-Legs (Make All Angled Cuts On The 2" Side - See Cut List And Plans For Details) , 2 X 4 X 16"4
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Directions
Review The Plans
Check out the dimensions of the bench to make sure it fits in your space. You can always adjust the size by lengthening or

shortening the shelf pieces and bench top pieces.

1
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Make Your Cuts
Follow the cut diagram and cut pieces for easier assembly. Make sure to refer to the diagram describing the cuts for the "X"

legs before cutting those pieces.

2
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Create The Frames
Create three frames from the Frame Side, Top & Bottom pieces. Attach them using 2 1/2" pocket hole screws and wood glue.3
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Fit The X's
Next step is to fit the X pieces. I did this early because I was able to place larger 2x4's under the frames at the angles I

wanted and then used a pencil to mark where my cuts would be (this is how I found my angles - you may want to do this as

well for security as no piece of wood is perfect). Start by cutting four larger pieces first with 30 degree angles on each end

(cut the angle on the 2" side), and then cut the smaller pieces down to size. The inner angles are set at 21 degrees. Attach

the X's with 2" brad nails and glue. Nail and glue them to the frame. You may want to sand all of these parts during this step,

rather than later.

For a visual aid to help get those X's right, please visit my blog (link in the extras tab)

4
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Create The Shelves
Create both shelves by attaching all of the shelf pieces using pocket holes and wood glue. Make sure to add pocket holes on

both ends as well for attaching the shelves to the frames in the next step. All pocket holes will be on the bottom of the

shelves when attaching them to the frames in order to hide them.

5
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Attach The Shelves
Attach the shelves to the frames using pocket holes, screws, and glue.6
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Attach The Braces
Attach the 2x2" braces to the frames for added stability. Use pocket holes, screws, and wood glue for this step.7
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Build The Bench Top
Build the bench top by attaching all of the 54" boards with pocket hole joinery and wood glue.8
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Attach The Bench Top
Attach the seat to the rest of the bench by screwing it in from the bottom of the braces. You can cover these holes and your

pocket holes with wood filler later.

9
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Finish It Off
Fill all holes with wood putty and then sand, stain, and seal your bench. If you are using your bench outdoors, make sure to

seal it with an outdoor/waterproof sealer.

10
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